The pastor and his flock

John MacArthur

1 Timothy 4:6-16

Intro

· 12 step programs for addictions or any other difficulty

· Popular in churches now

· Malfunction-centered ministry

· A more important malfunction—the pastor 

· Many pastors today seem addicted to marketing, politics, social reform

· This text is a 12 step program for recovering pastors

· V.6 a good servant (diakonos) 

· Paul writing to Timothy, who had difficulty staying on target

· 2 Tim, Paul suggests that timothy might be lapsing into being a little cowardly

· Don’t neglect sound words

· Flee youthful lusts

· Don’t be quarrelsome

· Expect persecution

· Be strong in the Lord

The responsibility of the Congregation 1 Thess5

· Appreciate those who have charge of you 

· Esteem them very highly in love 

· Live in peace with one another

· Imitate their faith

· Obey them 

· Submit to them

What kind of leader is worthy of being treated like that: A noble minister of Jesus Christ

The Twelve Steps

1. He will warn his people of error

a. V.6 in pointing out these things, you will be a good servant

b. 1:3-7

c. 1:18 takes us back to his public setting apart for ministry and what that meant

d. Titus 1 hold fast the faithful word and teaching

e. 1 Timothy 6:20 guard what has been entrusted to you

f. TRUTH

i. 2 John 

1. For the sake of the truth

2. In truth and love I was very glad to find some of you walking in truth

3. 5x truth

ii. 3 John

1. 3x the truth mentioned and praised

2. the last word before the final word is about truth

3. and jude has to tell them to defend the faith

2. A serious student of scripture

a. “Well, he has a pastor’s heart”

i. a good shepherd is not known by how well he pets the sheep, but by how well he feeds and protects them
b. A continual process of self-feeding

c. Avoid talk that is like gangrene

d. The positive and the negative

e. A call to the pastorate is a call to be an expert in the Bible

f. The Bible is the sole content of the ministry

g. You can have a Bible and read it but until you understand it…

h. Keep hitting it until the water gushes out

i. “If the original languages had not made it more clear, I might have still remained a monk”

i. What broke the truth through was the Greek and Hebrew

ii. Luther

j. Tyndale

i. “Above all, I beseech you and entreat you that you kindly permit me have my Hebrew Bible, grammar, and dictionary”

3. Avoids the influence of unholy teaching

a. Have nothing to do with old fables which are fit for old women

i. Geriatric chauvinism?

ii. The phrase was used in intellectual circles at the time

iii. Why not old men—the old women live longer but are senile

b. Refuse—excuse oneself, decline to receive

c. Mac started a doctoral program at a liberal school—didn’t see any value in exposing himself and spending that much time reading the liberals

d. Psalm 1 how blessed is the one who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked

e. You don’t want to nestle down and sit under false teaching 

f. I cannot allow my commitment to the Word of God to be [weakened]

4. Disciplined in personal godliness

a. Have nothing to do with …but discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness

b. 2 cor7.1

c. Helpful statement

i. 2cor1.12 you can accuse me of all these things…but the confidence I have is based on the testimony of our conscience in our ministry in the world

ii. There must be victory on the inside

iii. Given enough time, what is on the inside will come out

iv. Exercise yourself, discipline yourself so that you may live with a clear conscience

v. Why, v8, bodily discipline is only a little profit, because it is valuable for this life and the next

1. The culture of their time (and ours) almost worshipped the body

2. For the soul and forever

vi. As a pastor, you can’t hide who you are—a fishbowl

5. Committed to hard work

1. “It is for this we labor and strive” v10

a. kopiomen

b. strive: agonizomai

2. why—because we are dealing with the issues of eternal salvation, and we are part of that saving enterprise

3. It is about the life to come, the saving work of God

4. Human history is a theater where God can put His saving work on display

5. Father of the prodigal

a. The word used is more “sprint” than “run”

b. It was disgraceful to show your legs 

c. Took scorn to sprint in front of everyone and wrap his arms around him

6. The savior of all?

a. Potential? No. The genitive describes an actual relationship.

b. God by nature being a savior temporally

c. Temporal, physical salvation

d. God said Adam would die in that day, but then gave him 900 years in mercy

e. God is merciful to the world, saving them now from destruction

f. We work had because the enterprise is huge/weighty/important

6. Teaches with authority

1. Command and teach these things

2. Not just casually making suggestions

3. A call to authoritatively assert the work of God

a. I Tim 2:15 Let no one evade, get around you

4. Dabney

a. Golden age: Scripture truth in scriptural dress

b. Scripture in cultural dress

i. Samson with his hair cut

c. Moves to scripture truth with no authority at all

7. Is a model of spiritual virtue

a. Set the truth by the way you teach, drive it home by the way you live

8. Maintains a thoroughly biblical ministry

a. Until I come, give attention to

i. Public reading (and explanation) of scripture

ii. Exhortation to follow it

iii. At all points be didactic, explaining the meaning of the text 

iv. Apt to teach is the big qualification

v. The whole of your ministry is to be didactic

vi. Incessant teaching of the word of God

9. An excellent minister uses his spiritual gift

a. If a man understands ministry, he has to understand that it is the Holy Spirit gifting a man to do the ministry

b. The only suitable gift is speaking forth the truth of God

c. There are speaking gifts and there are serving gifts

d. Whoever speaks, let him speak the oracles of God

e. If you’ve been set apart by the presbytery and the laying on of hands

i. Then use your gifts

ii. Stir up the gift!!

f. Ask the “vision caster,” when do you use a spiritual gift, not a human leadership skill.

10. Zealous regarding his privileged work

a. Take pains with these things, in these things, be you

b. Live in these things

i. Virtue

ii. Ministry

c. In these things find your existence

11. Manifestly growing spiritually

a. Don’t try to be something other than what you are

b. I’m learning

i. If I said something on a tape 20 years ago and I said something different than that 5 years ago…

ii. To be able to spend my entire life digging into the…Word of God has had a massive effect on my own living and progress

iii. I never study to get a sermon, I study to get at what the Word of God is communicating, then I always have something to say

12. Persevere with endurance in his ministry

a. Virtue

b. Content

A guarantee for success

As you do this, you will ensure salvation for yourself and for them

